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September 30th  – October 6th, 2017    Week 39 

Overall Summary 
3.98% Demand (Loads)  

-2.16% Supply (Trucks)  

6.27% Market Pressure  

-0.66% Rates  

Weekly Market Demand Index (MDI) 
Up 2.7 points from the previous week.  

 
Last Four Weeks 

 

 

 



2 | P a g e  
 

What is the Market Demand Index? The Market Demand Index (MDI) is a measure of relative truck demand in 
the spot market. It compares load availability to truck availability. Over the last four weeks MDI has on 
average increased 3.3 points. The latest week shows MDI is up 2.7 from the previous week to 45.4. At this 
point last year MDI was 15.3. 
Load Searching vs. Load Availability 

 Load Availability increased 4.0% from 
the previous week. Growth in Load Availability in the most recent week was more than growth in Load 
Searching. Load Searching decreased 0.2% from the previous week. 

Truck Searching vs. Truck Availability 

 Truck Availability decreased 2.2% from the 
previous week. Growth in Truck Availability in the most recent week was less than growth in Truck 
Searching. Truck Searching increased 4.7% from the previous week. 
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Rates 2017 YTD and 2016 

 
 
Last Four Weeks 

 Rates are decreased 0.7% from the 
previous week. This graph represents broker rates (including fuel) posted on the Truckstop.com load board. 
The latest week shows rates were decreased 0.7% from the previous week to $2.34. Over the last four weeks 
rates have averaged a increase of 0.9 %.  Rates are 28.1% higher versus this time last year.  
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The New York Times. July 6, 2017 

Hopes of ‘Trump Bump’ for U.S. Economy Shrink as Growth 
Forecasts Fade 
 

…While the June jobs report, coming on Friday, is expected to show that hiring continued at a healthy pace last 
month, other recent indicators in areas like consumer spending, construction and auto sales have been 
decidedly less robust. 

As a result, Wall Street forecasters have been busy lowering their growth estimates for the second quarter, 
which ended last Friday, much as they were forced to do over the first three months of the year. Economic 
expansion for the full year now appears unlikely to be much greater than 2 percent — about the average for 
the current recovery, which celebrates its eighth year this month… 

 

Fox Business. September 28, 2017 

US 2Q GDP growth revised up to 3.1 percent 

…The U.S. economy grew a bit faster than previously estimated in the second quarter, recording its quickest 

pace in more than two years, but the momentum probably slowed in the third quarter as Hurricanes Harvey 

and Irma temporarily curbed activity. 

Gross domestic product increased at a 3.1 percent annual rate in the April-June period, the Commerce 

Department said in its third estimate on Thursday. The upward revision from the 3.0 percent pace of growth 

reported last month reflected an increase in inventory investment… 
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